[Intravenous digital angiography in the kidney transplant patient: results of a systematic prospective study in 164 patients].
A prospective study on digital intravenous angiography (DIVA) in 164 renal transplant recipients performed from 1 to 2 months post-transplant was conducted to assess its usefulness in the screening of post-transplant renal artery stenosis (RAS). DIVA was uninterpretable in 32 patients (19%) on technical grounds (blood vessel or metallic clip superimposed). The global prevalence of RAS was 10.7% in 132 patients whose DIVA was informative. No correlation was found between the prevalence of RAS and renal function. The prevalence of RAS was significantly higher (p less than 0.01) in the hypertensive (26%) than in the normotensive group (6.6%), but RAS may occur in normotensive or even asymptomatic patients. Our data confirm the usefulness of routine post-transplant renal artery screening but arterial way will be preferred.